FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
"We are robbed by the landlords, we are robbed by the manufacturers,
the houseowners, and the tradesmen, we are robbed by the police, we
are robbed by the Tsar and his officials. And when we become tired of
this robbery, when we want to protect our interests, when we want to
proclaim a strike, the police, the soldiers, and the Cossacks are let loose
against us, we are attacked, we are thrown into prison, we are deported
to Siberia, and we are hunted down like mad dogs. Those are our real
enemies... . But now they want to mislead us and make us believe that'
our enemy is the German whom we have never seen in face at all. They
want to incite us against the Germans, and because they require our
arms and our fists they sing a song about national unity. Now they are
trying to prevail upon us that we should forget all internal strife, that
we should all unite in one patriotic gush, that we should renounce our
own workers' cause, that we should make their cause our own, and that
we should conquer fresh lands for their Tsar and their landowners. But
shall we, Russian workers, really be so foolish as to take these lying
phrases seriously? Shall we really betray our own cause? No. If we must
sacrifice our lives let us do so for our own cause, and not in the interests
of the Romanoffs and their landowners. They are placing arms in our
hands. Well and good. Let us be men, let us take the arms in order to
conquer for the working class new conditions of life."
So inefficient was the Tsarist military machine that it was unable
to calculate ahead for any length of time as to what quantities of
ammunition they would require. Sir George Buchanan relates that
on September 25, 1914, General Joffre inquired as to whether the
Russian Army had sufficient supplies of ammunition to meet
anticipated demands, and he was informed that there was no need
to worry. "Then/* relates the Ambassador, "suddenly, on Decem-
ber 18th, the French Ambassador and I were informed by the
Chief of the Staff at the Ministry for War that, though Russia had
in her depots men enough and to spare to make good her colossal
losses in the war, she had no rifles wherewith to arm them, and
that her reserves of artillery ammunition were exhausted. This
announcement came as a bolt from the blue."1
By the same date the "Russian Steamroller," both in the North
and South, had been definitely checked. The Bolshevik forecasts
1 My Mission to Russia.
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